From its opening on November 4, 1929 (just six days after the stock-market crash) until Lyric Opera of Chicago was founded in 1954 (as Lyric Theatre), the Civic Opera House was home to the Chicago Civic Opera, Chicago Grand Opera Company, Chicago City Opera Company and Chicago Opera Company.  It is now home to one of the world’s finest opera companies – the acclaimed Lyric Opera of Chicago.  The Civic Opera Building is a majestic limestone skyscraper with a 45-story office tower and two 22-story wings.  Shaped like a gigantic throne facing the Chicago River between Washington and Madison streets, it was completed after just 22 months of planning and construction.  The auditorium and its backstage areas occupy approximately one-third of the total space of the building.  During a recent renovation, a 40-foot-high, 40,000-pound soundproof door was installed backstage to acoustically separate the scenery handling area from the main stage and 32 miles of new rope and cable were installed to update the scenery rigging system.  Additionally, 170 miles of electrical wiring and 38 miles of electrical conduit were installed throughout the Civic Opera House.
Backstage Tours take visitors on a fascinating journey “behind the scenes”.  Tours are escorted by the Assistant Technical Director/Industrial Safety Administrator, Malcolm Browne, through the wardrobe department, wigs and make-up department, scenery handling facility, prop production, main stage and more.  Following the tours there will be a snack and a discussion session with Mal and consultants John Dimos and Dr. David Hinkamp, on the special hazards associated with the “backstage” activities and the controls that have been implemented

